
NBJH MINUTES – January 06, 2021 

 
Attendance – Scott Meek, Becky Heller, Jenny Beban, Nicole Woods, Cari 
Raymond, Priya Patel, Monique Howard, Erin Cooper, Lisa Raju, Dorie Gaty 

Called to order at 8:49 a.m 

Approval of November minutes – approved 

 
PTO Council Report –  

Dr. Hewitt’s report:  Moving forward with a return to in-person learning on 
January 19th.  More time will be spent inside because of the weather.  No 
decision about a remote pause after spring break at this time.  Saliva testing has 
been discussed, but it won’t be implemented for now.  Small spike in COVID 
numbers in November, but it wasn’t worrisome.  The change in numbers from 
remote to in-person and vice versa as small, but some changes did happen. 

Other news:  BOE Ed approved Calendar for 21/22 school year, discussed CPI 
tax information, Kindergarten registration coming up, Cheers to 28 fundraiser will 
happen next year, District PTO will consider helping out the HOH5k fund for 
scholarships since we didn’t have a race last school year.    Also, state testing is 
on the calendar and district is working out the details so testing can still take 
place. 

 

Executive Committee Reports: 
 
VP membership --Monique Howard–Blizzard Day brought in many new 
memberships and free will donations too.  Consider something similar for early in 
the school year from now on to boost PTO membership.  Membership is at 411 
families this year compared to 354 at this time last year.  Teacher membership is 
at 33 this year compared to 46 at this time last year.  Free Will is at $6,365 this 
year compared to $9,226 at this time last year.  Monique followed up with anyone 
who was asking questions and is available for any additional help if people need 
anything. 

Corresponding secretary – Erin Cooper – No news at this time 

Recording secretary – Dorie Gaty – Priya is adding meeting minutes to the 
website.  Thank you Priya! 

Treasurer –Cari Raymond -  No Report this month 

Website Coordinator – Priya Patel – Added some new photos to website, check 
it out.  Also take a look at calendar to see if any changes need to be made and 
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let Priya know.  Committees have been updated, but let Priya know if there are 
any additional updates.   

 
Teacher liaison – Becky Heller –  

January 2021 Teacher Liaison PTO Report 
Staff News 
It’s quiet on the staff news front, but we anticipate more activity in the upcoming months. 
 
Student Council 

● The NBJH community contributed more than a dozen bags of groceries for the 
Northfield Township Food Pantry, this year’s Charity of Choice. 

● Spirit Week is scheduled for February 1-5. Work is underway to creatively modify 
the activities to meet Covid-19 guidelines. (Alas, no Spirit Assembly with all 700+ 
of us in the large gym!) 

● The next Student Council meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 7 from 
1:39-2:06 p.m. 

 
MathCounts Competition 
Math Club students have been meeting each week since October to prepare for the 
MathCounts Competition Series. Former NBJH student Angela Zhao, who is now a 
senior at GBN, has been leading these instructional sessions. The School Level 
competition will be on January 22-23, and the Chapter Level competition will be one 
week later, on February 5-6. Both will be conducted remotely using the Art of Problem 
Solving contest platform. 
 
Additional notes from the meeting:  The Gingerbread decorating activity took 
place virtually this year and there were 8 houses.  Great to have kids participate 
virtually.  The work on the yearbook continues and they’re finding new ways to do 
group photos (like band groups, etc…) and come up with new pages to replace 
some of the sports and activities that aren’t happening this year.   

 

Principal’s Report – Dr. Meek – 

Principal’s Report for PTO Meeting – 1/6/21 

 

• Welcome back from the holidays and winter break, and Happy New Year to everyone. 
We’re excited to be back and eager to begin anew with the second semester. 

• A huge thanks goes out to our Student Council and our NBJH families for their food 
drive efforts prior to winter break. In just a week’s time we were able to collect more than 
a dozen bags of groceries to donate to the Northfield Township Food Pantry, our Charity 
of Choice. 

• 8th grade high school transition info: 
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o Later this afternoon two of the GBN counselors will meet virtually with our 8th 
graders about the registration process and will share information about courses 
and opportunities for next year. The Zoom meeting will run from 1:30-2:10pm. 

o Our 8th grade families will receive their initial course recommendations from 
GBN on the afternoon of Friday, January 15th. The email will also share 
information about the process of contesting placement recommendations.  

o Our 8th graders and their parents should plan to attend the upcoming Curriculum 
Meeting at GBN from 6:30-8:30pm on Tuesday, January 19th. This meeting will 
be held virtually as well.  This is an opportunity for our 8th graders and parents to 
get a better understanding of course offerings prior to registering for courses for 
freshman year. 

o On Monday, January 25th we will complete the high school registration process 
with our 8th graders by holding individual student meetings with the GBN 
counselors. This meeting replaces the “bus trip” day we have had in previous 
years. 

• Friday, January 15th marks the end of our first semester. This means that all term 3 
exploratory classes for 6th and 7th graders as well as all quarter 2 PE and Health classes 
for all students will come to an end. We are emailing updated student schedules Thursday 
(tomorrow) afternoon so students are aware of their new classes beginning the first day of 
the new semester -- Tuesday, January 19th.  

• We are still hoping to hold our local Science Fair on Saturday, January 23rd. This will be 
a virtual Science Fair where ISR students present their projects to judges via a Zoom call. 
More info to follow from Mrs. Paull and Mr. Frye.  

• We will have our winter Spirit Week the week of February 1 - February 5. This is a week 
sponsored by Student Council that provides the opportunity for students and staff to 
demonstrate their school spirit through theme dress-up days and, more importantly, a way 
to raise money for our Charity of Choice – the Northfield Township Food Pantry.  

• Winter MAP testing will take place in early February. The MAP reading assessment will 
occur on February 4-5; the MAP math assessment will take place on February 8-9. 

 

Committees: 

School Store – no report 

Spiritwear – no report  

HOH 5K – no report 

Dance Assembly – Still leaving the option to do something outside in the spring, 
but time will tell. 

Hospitality – Conference dinner went well.  Cost was around $850.   

Staff Appreciation – Discussed finding the right time to do a treat.  Ideas were 
first week back to in-person, Valentine’s Day, or tie something in with Spirit Week 
in February.  Decision was a treat day for kids (they purchase) and a treat for the 
staff (paid for by PTO) on February 3rd during Spirit Week.  Looking into Nothing 
Bundt Cakes.  They can be individually wrapped, have gluten and nut free 
options, can offer a few flavors.  RLA students can also order and it will be on 
their materials pick up day so they can pick up after school.  Nicole and Jenny 
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are working on the details and will connect with Lisa Raju and Priya about sign 
up information and website needs. 

Student Appreciation/Engagement – Treat day will be offered (see staff 
appreciation).   

New Business – Builders Club announcement:  Warm Gear in the New Year 
warm clothing collection (new and gently used).  Bins will be in the foyer at 
school from January 13th through January 22nd. 

LIFT DAY - Can we do it virtually?  Nancy Mosko was signed up to do it last year, 
maybe she’ll do it this year.  Choices for speakers are usually collected before 
spring break.   

Adjournment – adjourned at 9:50 a.m. 


