
NBJH MINUTES – September 2, 2020 

 
Attendance – Scott Meek, Becky Heller, Jenny Beban, Nicole Woods, Cari 
Raymond, Priya Patel, Monique Howard, Kelley Peifer, Dorie Gaty, Colleen Milks 

Called to order at 8:51 a.m 

Will approve May 2020 meeting minutes at October Meeting 

 
PTO Council Report –  

No report.  Council has not met yet. 

Executive Committee Reports: 
 
VP membership --Monique Howard– 311 total NBJH families (Dr. Meek double 
checking that number) and 261 paid for PTO membership so far compared to 
242 last year.  New families have been emailed offering help to get set up.  Six 
teachers have paid dues, but it appears there have been some technical issues. 
Those will be worked out and Becky can help communicate with staff 
encouraging them to join the PTO. 

Free Will is at $4,570 compared to $7,216 at this time last year.  Is $25 per family 
too high?  It was $50 last year, so let’s leave it at $25 and encourage more 
families to contribute since we don’t have 100% participation yet. 

Corresponding secretary – Erin Cooper – not in attendance, but emailed to add 
a reminder to sign up for CATCH Coffee Talks at catchiscommunity.org.  Any 
baby news to report? 

Recording secretary – Dorie Gaty – Need to find a copy of May 2020 minutes if 
anyone has them.  Celia’s computer crashed so she couldn’t send them to me. 
Should we work on getting meeting minutes on the website?  Yes – once 
approved we can have them added to NBJH PTO website. 

Treasurer – Cari Raymond – We usually do an audit over the summer, but we 
didn’t do it this year.  Kelley Peifer and Dorie Gaty volunteered to help with audit. 
No Budget for this month, but Cari will make a new budget for next meeting. 
Approximately $29,000 in bank not including September deposits.  Some things 
to consider:  See how Free Will does.  Remove some line items if we’re not doing 
this year (Back to School Party, School Store for now, Field Trips).  Leave in: 
Dance Assembly for now, Spirit Wear, Graduation Party, Hospitality (increase?), 
Donations to Grad Night and HOH 5k, Staff Gifts.  Cari will adjust the budget and 
we’ll go over in October.  We may have a “just in case fund” since things are 
uncertain.  We can increase Teacher Appreciation line item based on ideas for 
doing more things for the staff (see Hospitality).  We can consider doing a PTO 
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gift to students like a mask (Becky Heller has a vendor.  Can reach out to Brett 
Schwartz from Sempre Fi). 

Website Coordinator – Priya Patel – Paperless PTO has been helpful with any 
issues.  There were more issues from parents in the beginning, but Priya has 
been working through those and receiving fewer questions.  6th grade parents 
have been registering as “new” but they’re not new to d28, so that was causing a 
problem. 

 
Teacher liaison – Becky Heller – Notes from Becky: 

Teacher Liaison PTO Report 
LRC Furniture Update 
When the PTO-funded LRC furniture was selected and purchased a couple of years ago, 
there was no hint of the pandemic to come, nor the changes it would bring to schools. 
This year, the LRC is being used throughout the day as a classroom space. The flexible 
seating -- in particular the student desks and chairs -- have proven to be a huge asset. 
 
Student Council 
NBJH masks sales are brisk, thanks in large part to the PTO’s willingness to include the 
masks on the sales area of their website. Thank you for helping! As of August 28, 78 
masks were sold on the website. An additional 34 have been via another channel. 
Proceeds will be donated to the Northfield Township Food Pantry. 
 
NBJH Book Award 
The NBJH Book Award Committee will soon begin meeting to discuss books from the 
award’s long list that they read during the summer. This will narrow down the books to 
the short list, which will be announced to the school in the fall. Voting will occur in the 
spring. 
 
***Additional comments from meeting:  Thank you so much for the grants that 
were approved.  Book plates are going into the books that were purchased 
through the PTO grant program noting they were purchased by the PTO.  Note 
from Paula Kolar – thinking about a design-a-sock contest and a sock sale 
through student council or something else.  Scott added a comment about how 
hard it is to bring students and staff together right now since we can’t do an all 
school assembly.  Could crazy socks be one fun way? 
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Principal’s report – Scott Meek –Notes from Scott: 

Principal’s Report for PTO Meeting – 9/2/20 

 

● I’d like to start by thanking our PTO for their help getting us off to a positive start to the 
year. Thanks to Randi and Julia for organizing school supply kits. Another thank you to 
the hospitality committee for sponsoring a staff luncheon during the opening week. And 
Nicole and Jenny came in twice to sort blanket orders for us. It truly takes a village, so 
thank you for all of your help! 

● We are in the process of conducting our safety drills so students and staff are familiar 
with our procedures in the event of an unsafe situation. We have had to modify our 
drills so we can maintain safe distance and still communicate essential info to students. 

● This Friday afternoon our staff will spend time articulating student information between 
grade levels so staff members have a better picture of this year’s students. Part of the 
time will focus on our new/transfer students. There are a total of 20 new NBJH students 
this year…and still growing!  

● Curriculum Night is Wednesday, September 9th and will be a virtual event. We will share 
a Google site with families that includes links to a welcome video from admin as well as 
recorded presentations from your child’s teachers. We will also share information about 
our online gradebook – TeacherEase. A welcome email will be sent to families on 
Wednesday so new NBJH families can set up an individual account. 

● Picture day is scheduled for Thursday, September 10th. Pictures for in-person students 
will be taken during PE classes. Our RLA students have the opportunity to have their 
pictures taken after school between 4-5pm at the tent by the district office.  

● At this time it looks like our Back to School party will be put on hold. 
● District office is looking for parent volunteers to assist with monthly materials pick-ups 

for our RLA families. The dates are as follows: 
o Wednesday, September 16th 4:30-5:30 
o Wednesday, October 7th 4:30-5:30 
o Wednesday, October 28th 4:30-5:30 
o Wednesday, November 18th 4:30-5:30 
o Wednesday, December 9th 4:30-5:30 

● Any updates on spiritwear for the website? 
 

Committees: 

School Store – nothing for first ½ year at least. 

Spiritwear – Paula has left over items from last year on the website that are 
‘while supplies last’.  Paula is making adjustments to the website as items are 
sold.  Cut off for ordering new items will be September 11th.  

Comments/questions from some parents regarding sizes.  Some items you 
couldn’t choose a color or certain size.  Some of that is because some items are 
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left over from last year with limited stock.  One shirt that offers two colors did 
need to be fixed on website.  

HOH 5K – This will be discussed in the district pto meeting.  Should plan in the 
event we can have it in person in May and/or consider a virtual event. 

Dance Assembly – Katie has been in touch with Scott to discuss. 

Hospitality – Kelley Peifer suggested finding more ways to show staff 
appreciation throughout the year.  Kelley will connect with Erin Cooper.  Lisa 
Raju is working on something for Meadowbrook so she can be a source too. 
Can we do something once a month until at least December?  We discussed 
increasing the budget for this.  We need to remember our remote teachers who 
are teaching from home (possibly gift cards for them when in person teachers 
receive something special at school).  We can discuss further when budget is 
determined. 

*Kelley also encouraged finding ways to enhance the student experience too. 

LIFT Day –  

New Business –  

Adjournment – adjourned at 10:03 a.m 


